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What makes an emulsion?
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In 2004 I was a postdoc in John’s group in Canberra and was tasked with supporting him in his role as an
expert witness in a patent dispute.

The dispute hinged on the technical meaning of “emulsion” and whether the allegedly infringing product was
an emulsion. John spoke of this work a number of times over the years, but here I will discuss in a bit more
detail how we tackled this question, what it taught me, and show some results from experiments inspired by
this case.
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