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1st School on Neutron Scattering in Björkliden 2012
2nd Winterschool on Neutron Scattering for Soft Matter in Gothenburg/Saclay 
2013

... organised by Uppsala University with Chalmers and Röntgen/Ångström Cluster
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How to request beamtime at the ILL (typical for large scale facilities)
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Review criteria

• Scientific excellence: Novelty, significance, and potential impact 

• Feasibility: Experimental design, required resources, and preparatory 

work 

• Neutron/X-ray suitability: Appropriateness of neutron or X-ray methods 

for the research question 

• Potential Outcomes: Clear hypothesis and potential for high-quality 

publications 

• Team qualifications and previous track record
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https://userclub.ill.eu/
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Proposal writing –plan your proposal

o

o

o

o

o

What are you trying to learn from 

neutron scattering 

Which technique best matches your 

needs

Which instrument do you need

What sample environment do you need

Discuss with instrument scientist !!!
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Proposal writing –structure and content

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Methodology

Detailed description of the experimental setup Specify the 

neutrons scattering technique to be used Explain how the 

technique address your research question

Clear objective

Clear, concise summary of the project Brief mention of the 

scientific aims and expected outcomes

Scientific rationale

Highlight the novelty of the proposed work 

Why is this experiment important ? What 

gap in knowledge does it fill ?

References

Expected results and impact

What outcomes are anticipated from the experiment? 

How will these results contribute to the field ?

Timeline and Beam Time Request

Estimate the required number of days for the experiment

Preliminary data and background

Include relevant previous work and literature Provide any initial 

data or pilot studies to strengthen your case -> Add Graphs !

Cite literature that supports the experimental approach

Suggest a feasible timeline for completing the work
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Tips for writing successful proposals Common mistakes to avoid 

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Start early

Proposals require careful planning and preparation. Give yourself 

time to gather necessary data and refine your ideas

Know your audience

Reviewers may not always be experts in your specific field, so make 

sure the proposal is accessible to a broad scientific community

Be concise
Stick to the point and avoid excessive jargon

Provide supporting data
Include any preliminary results that shows the experiment is feasible

Contact the experts! Weak background  

Lack of feasibility

Failing to clearly explain how the experiment can be 

performed at the facility

Overly ambitious
Be realistic about what can be achieved

Unclear objectives
Vague or poorly defined scientific aims

Engage with facility staff or experienced users to refine your proposal 

and increase its strength

Insufficient background or literature support can 

undermine the proposal’s impact



The hub for battery 

research

The ReMade@ARI project provides scientists in 

academia and industry 

with analytical tools to explore the properties of 

recyclable materials for batteries

The 

consortium
More than 50 analytical 

research infrastructures from 

the ARIE network (arie-

eu.org) comprising 

synchrotrons, neutron 

sources, lasers, electron 

microscopes, ion & positron 

beams, & high magnetic field 

facilities. 

.
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OPEN FLOOR FOR QUESTIONS

Tutorial
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writing 
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User Office 
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A very useful tool for the preparation of the technical details of a neutron/X-ray proposal: The NIST scattering calculator

https://www.ncnr.nist.gov/resources/activation/

https://www.ncnr.nist.gov/resources/activation/
https://www.ncnr.nist.gov/resources/activation/
https://www.ncnr.nist.gov/resources/activation/
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